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1

Strategic Overview

OUR MISSION
Netball ACT will know when we have achieved our vision when 
netball is the sport of choice for everyone of all backgrounds 
across the ACT, and everyone has the opportunity to be 
involved in the sport in a way that brings them engagement 
and belonging. Netball ACT will operate under leading business 
practices and good governance models and in doing so will 
be a leader with influence in the ACT sporting industry.

OUR PURPOSE
As the Peak Body for netball in the ACT, we guide, govern 
and promote the sport and support our affiliated Districts in 
growing participation through provision of programs, funding 
and administrative tools. We provide the opportunity for 
everyone in the ACT and surrounding region to participate 
in netball including recreational and social, schools, 
competitive, performance and development pathways for 
athletes, coaches, and umpires and officials. We build the 
capacity of the sport both on and off the court through 
competitions, events, and people development opportunities.

OUR VALUES
The principles that guide how we operate 
and conduct ourselves include:

•  Promoting our strengths

•  A proactive, innovative and agile approach 

•  Honesty, openness, integrity and transparency

•  Inclusiveness 

•  Member focused decision making and servicing

OUR PRIMARY OBJECTIVES
GROWTH: 

•  Increase in people participating in netball

•  Increase in resources available to deliver netball

•  Increase in fans engaging with netball 

PERFORMANCE:

•  Strong governance, workforce 
development and administration

•  Strong, clear and appropriate pathways for 
athletes, coaches, umpires and officials

•  Strong and inclusive participation programs 

LEADERSHIP: 

•  Engagement with our affiliated Districts

•  Engagement with the ACT Government, Netball 
Australia and it’s Member Organisations, 
and other key stakeholders

•  Engagement with commercial partners
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Board Of Directors

Vice President: Lissa Meggs, resigned 11 November 2017

Director: Jessica Bristol, resigned 12 November 2017

Director: Liz Murphy, resigned 11 November 2017

Special Director: Erin Taylor, resigned 10 November 2017

President
Louise Bilston 

Appointed to the Board 20 May 2016

Elected as President 22 May 2017

Director
Cathy Toze

Appointed to the Board 19 May 2017

Director
Natalie Sammons

Appointed to the Board 30 November 2017

Special Director
Mark Vergano 

Appointed to the Board September 2017
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3

Staff Members

District Presidents 
Arawang Netball Association

Claire Major 

Belconnen Netball Association

Cassandra Stewart

Canberra Netball Association

Shane Lester and Gillian Shaw (Gillian elected 12 October 2017)

South Canberra Netball Association

Margie Sheedy 

Tuggeranong Netball Association

Jonathan Toze

Staff Members 

Corporate Services 

General Manager

Adam Horner (Resigned 21 April 2017)

Benita Bittner (Appointed 11 July 2017)

Operations and Finance Manager

Kim Symons 

Marketing and Communications Manager

Rochelle Kahlefeldt

Media Manager

David Packwood

Talent and Performance 

Talent and Performance Manager

Nicole Bowles

Programs Administrator

Kim Clarke (Long Service Leave 31 August 2017)

ANL and Academy Head Coach

Sharyn Hill

Competitions and Events 

Competitions Manager

Emily Norgate

Game Development 

Game Development Manager

Jessica King

Casual Development Staff

Ngawai Eyles, Jaimie Horrobin, Lauren Jameson, Kirsten 
McDonald, Jane Morrison, Amy Nolan, Grace Plunkett, Bryana 
Robinson, Victoria Schmahl, Carly Symons and Breanna Toze.

Casual Competitions Staff

Emily Clarke, Jaimie Horrobin, Sophie Immonen, Kirsten 
McDonald, Jane Morrison, Kate Morrison, Grace, Plunkett, Isaac 
Plunkett, Lynn Rake, Bryana Robinson, Madison Robinson, 
Rosemary Rose, Victoria Schmahl and Carly Symons.

Casual Crèche Staff

Elva Clarke, Jaimie Horrobin, Grace Plunkett, 
Victoria Schmahl and Carly Symons
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President’s Report 
LOUISE BILSTON

In 2017 the Australian Sports Commission announced that 
Netball was the largest female team participation sport. 

We should all feel very proud of this achievement with 
much of this success due to our wonderful netball 
community including all our own Clubs, Districts, 
competitions and programs, staff and volunteers. 

We must continue to develop and evolve whilst maintaining 
traditional netball participation. Facilities continue to be a 
challenge. We have recently formed a working group to review 
our facility needs, develop a masterplan and business case and 
to strengthen our advocacy with government to improve existing 
facilities and establish new facilities for netball across the ACT. 

The 2017 season saw the introduction of the new Netball 
Australia Suncorp Super Netball Competition (SSN). The 
SSN was a bold new direction for Australian netball. Not only 
did it introduce new Clubs, it also featured on a new broadcast 
network, with new rules and new and familiar faces. During 
this exciting new phase for our sport, NACT entered into a 
strategic partnership with Netball New South Wales (NNSW) 
in late 2016, seeing the establishment of the Canberra 
GIANTS team into the Australian Netball League (ANL) from 2017. 
The ANL is the feeder competition for the new SSN. Netball 
members and fans now have more live netball than ever before.

Welcoming in a new era for NACT high performance, we 
have not only invested in the future providing direct elite 
playing and coaching pathway into the SSN and ultimately 
the Diamonds, but we have further identified areas 
we can enhance our current competitions, academy programs 
and development pathways in the ACT. We have conducted 
reviews of State League and Junior Championships and 
commenced implementing the first stage of recommendations.  

The newly formed Canberra GIANTS team co-coached by 
Sharyn Hill (NACT) and Maria Lynch (NNSW), managed 
by Nicole Bowles (NACT) and represented by athletes 
from both NACT and NNSW athletes, showed great tenacity, 
grit and determination to finish third in the 2017 finals. Our 
collaboration with NNSW shows Member Organisations can 
lead by example and work together to build a strong working 
relationship and successfully form a team that creates more 

opportunities for both organisations and new pathways for 
our members. Looking back on the inaugural season we can be 
proud of the sport’s achievements, both on the national stage 
and in our own backyard. We are looking forward to the 2018 
season, not only to strive for success on the court but to also 
increase our community engagement programs to strengthen 
our relationship and the Canberra GIANTS brand within the 
districts and across all levels of netball in the ACT and NSW.  

Congratulations to our 19 and Under, and 17 and Under 
State Teams who represented us admirably at the 
National Championships held in Canberra in March 2017, 
finishing 5th and 6th respectively. We are proud to have 
you represent us not only for your outstanding athletic 
achievements on the court, but your willingness to give 
back to your sport and the community. Congratulations 
also to the NACT staff and volunteers who hosted a very 
successful National Championships in our capital city.  

From our State League through to our Junior Championships 
and regular District competitions and carnivals, it’s wonderful 
to see so many individuals participate in the sport and continue 
to lift the standard. The Canterbury State League and Junior 
Championship results for 2017 are detailed later in this report.

This year we are proud to negotiate our new partnership 
with Capital Chemist to become the inaugural naming rights 
sponsor of the NACT Junior Championships for the next 
three years. The Capital Chemist Junior Championships is 
the pinnacle of grassroots netball in the ACT and sets the 
foundation for young netballers to develop and progress 
within our sport. Partnering with such a community 
minded organisation is so important to NACT and we are 
looking forward to working together to empower and 
enrich the lives of our young athletes through netball.

There are so many wonderful achievements from 
2017, many detailed later in this Annual Report, and 
in addition to those I have already mentioned, 
there are a few more achievements that need 
to be singled out for acknowledgement:
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• NACT is proud that one of our netball community, 
umpire Carmel Weatherburn, won the ‘WIN News 
Canberra Outstanding Service to Sport Award’ at the 
2017 Canberra Sports Awards hosted by ACTIVE Canberra 

• Tuggeranong Netball Association won a third straight 
Division One title in the Canterbury State League 
Competition – the first time this has happened in NACT 
history. Tuggeranong were triumphant over Canberra 
Netball Association who went undefeated in the regular 
season, which is also an outstanding accomplishment

• the third Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Netball 
Tournament, run by Khaamburra Netball Group

• the growth of men and boys 
memberships and competitions

• the introduction of U17 competition 
at Junior Championships

• the reintroduction of division 3 competitions 
at Junior Championships

• the extension of State League tier 2 
from 5 rounds to 10 rounds

• Our revamped, all inclusive, Presentation 
Night was a wonderful night of celebration. 
Some highlights of the evening were 

 » It was attended by over 230 guests

 » We celebrated netball in the ACT with 
executives, players, coaches and umpires 
representation from every district, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Netball Tournament 
Group, Griffins Men’s Netball, School Sport ACT 

 » Paying tribute to the end of an 
era formally farewelling our 
beloved Canberra Darters

 » Welcoming and congratulating our 
inaugural Canberra GIANTS Team

 » Celebrating the successes and achievements 
of the State League Competitions 

Throughout the 2017 year, NACT experienced 
significant staff and governance changes.

In April, after five years, we said farewell to General Manager 
Adam Horner and in July we welcomed the newly appointed 
General Manager, Benita Bittner. We also said farewell 
to long serving staff member Kim Clarke who after ten years 
working for NACT started her retirement with six months 
of well-earned long service leave in September.  I would 
like to thank Adam and Kim for their diligence and 
commitment to netball in the ACT over so many years. 

The NACT Board of Directors also experienced significant 
changes throughout the year. In April 2017, Jack Shaw 
resigned from his Appointed Director position to move to 
Melbourne. At the May AGM, Lauren Gale completed her 

three year term on the Board and stepped down as NACT 
President. NACT welcomed new Directors Cathy Toze and 
Jessica Bristol, and the Directors subsequently elected Louise 
Bilston as President and Lissa Meggs as Vice President. In 
September, Mark Vergano was appointed as a Special Director. 

In November, Erin Taylor, Jessica Bristol, Liz Murphy 
and Lissa Meggs resigned as Directors on the NACT board. 
I would like to acknowledge and thank all the directors 
who finished their terms or who stepped down from 
the NACT Board during the year. All have been great 
contributors over their terms and I thank them for their 
outstanding contributions to our organisation.

To assist with the appointment of casual vacancies to the 
Board and based on legal guidance, the remaining NACT Board 
of Directors established a Board Advisory Sub-Committee 
(the Committee). The primary purpose of the Committee 
is to act on behalf of the members in an advisory capacity 
to the NACT Board on matters as determined by the NACT 
Board. The first task of the Committee was to assist in the 
identification, review and recommend of suitable candidates 
for vacancies on the board. The Committee, comprising of 
the five District Presidents, worked collaboratively with 
the NACT Board to provide transparency and member 
confidence in the process to appoint the casual vacancies. In 
November 2017, Natalie Sammons, was appointed 
to the Board to fill the first casual vacancy.  

The work and attention of the NACT Board has focused on 
strategy, policy and our financials to ensure that NACT operates 
on a sound, sustainable basis for its current viability and 
future development. Unfortunately, the financial viability 
and sustainability of NACT has been a primary concern and 
priority for the Board of Directors moving into 2018. Upon 
close review of the financial reports the Board determined 
NACT to be in a critical financial position. Projects are now in 
place to review and improve internal controls, delegations, 
policies and procedures. In addition, the Board have 
appointed a Finance, Audit and Risk Management committee 
to monitor NACT’s financial performance and advise on 
managing the business and financial risks now and in the 
future. There is still a lot of work to be done and some more 
difficult decision to make but we are heading in the right 
direction and can see new opportunities at every turn. 

As a sport we need to hold dear our history and traditions learn 
from our past and not be afraid to embrace new ideas and 
innovations.  I believe we are at the leading edge of women’s 
sport in Australia and the ACT and to stay there we need to look 
forward, not backwards.  Our sport has something to offer to the 
whole community and that is where we need to tap into as we 
move through the next years of the NACT story. From the outset, 
netball has been a pioneer in raising the profile of women’s 
sport; now this profile has never been greater. However, with 
the rise of women’s football, cricket and soccer, we understand 
this comes with significant competition as young girls now have 
more sporting options available. To ensure netball remains ACT’s 
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most popular team sport for girls and women, we need to 
remain relevant and think outside the square. We need to build 
on our strengths, address our weaknesses, ensure a strong 
foundation and be confident to embrace new opportunities.

We have a wonderful sport supported by the NACT 
staff, coaches, umpires and officials; ACTAS staff and 
programs; government, corporate and community 
sponsors; District Associations and local Clubs.  What has 
been achieved by NACT throughout the 2017 season is 
underpinned by the hard work and dedication of all of 
these groups. Thank you for championing our sport and 
our communities. Thank you to you all for nurturing and 
developing our athletes and members not just as players and 
coaches and umpires but as strong young women and men 
with spirit, purpose, confidence and a sense of community.  

Our strength is in our passion for the sport we love, and on 
behalf of the Board of Directors I sincerely thank you all. 
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General  
Manager’s  

Report 
BENITA BITTNER

2017 was a year of change  
for Netball ACT (NACT). 

To say that 2017 was another busy year is an understatement. 
The introduction of Suncorp Super Netball (SSN) and its 
alignment with the Australian Netball League (ANL) has 
provided an opportunity for NACT to enter into a strategic 
partnership with Netball NSW (NNSW) to form the joint 
ANL team, the Canberra GIANTS. The introduction of the 
Canberra GIANTS was challenging and a learning curve. 
NACT worked tirelsessly behind the scenes to ensure the 
team took the court. All the hard work paid off with the 
Canberra GIANTS finishing third in their inaugural year. 

In April, NACT played host to the 2017 National Netball 
Championships (NNC). The week is a fantastic spectacle of 
netball athleticism with the best 17 and Under and 19 and 
Under athletes from across Australia converging into the 
SolarHub ACT Netball Centre for a week of fierce competition. 
Congratulations to South Australia 17 and under and Victoria 
19 and under teams who took out the 2017 titles. The ACT 
teams competed strongly with the 17 and under team 
finishing sixth and the 19 and under team finishing fifth. 

Our local Canterbury State League Competition continued 
to deliver top level netball. Tuggeranong Netball Association 
(TNA) made history by winning three Division One titles 
in a row. In what was arguably the most entertaining and 
fierce match of the year, TNA proved too strong on the 
day for Canberra Netball Association who were favourites 
for the title undefeated in the regular season. 

A strategic priority of NACT throughout 2017 was to foster 
and enhance collaboration with the Districts. Through newly 
implemented district engagement meetings, held monthly, 
NACT conducted a review of State League competition 

and Junior Championships. We are pleased the District 
coordinators provided great feedback to how we can improve 
the competition. We are excited to implement the changes 
2018 and will continually review and engage with our districts 
on the changes. NACT will continue to foster relationships 
with Men’s and Mixed Netball, School Sport ACT and 
Khamburra Netball to improve links into the community. 

A special congratulations must go to the Canberra Classics, 
who had a fantastic year, claiming gold in the 2018 World 
Masters Games in Auckland, New Zealand 21-30 April. 

To celebrate netball within the ACT, we delivered a revamped 
NACT Presentation Night which saw over 230 people attend 
to celebrate netball in the ACT. The revamped format 
presents an opportunity to build upon for future years. 

Financially, the past 12 months have been challenging with 
the association operating in a difficult environment, with a 
consolidated loss of $84,941 after depreciation for the year 
being recorded. Improved financial and business processes 
have been implemented to improve efficiencies with 
reporting. The Board has taken steps to address the issues 
contributing to the deficit to ensure the organisation can 
begin to build a strong and sustainable financial position. 

As we all know, without the support of volunteers the 
sport would not be able to operate. In 2017 we saw 
128 volunteers undertake training in MyNetball, 108 
volunteers complete an accredited coaching course 
and 265 volunteers complete umpire training. 

There were a number of changing faces around the office 
of NACT, Adam Horner moved on after five years as General 



13 | N E T B A L L  A C T

Manger. We also farewelled staff member Kim Clarke. On behalf 
of the organisation I would like to thank both Adam and Kim 
for all they have done for the Association over the years.

In a challenging commercial environment our major partner, 
SolarHub, remain passionate supporters of netball in the ACT. 
Thank you Benn Masters and the entire SolarHub team. The 
ACT Government through the departments of ACTIVE Canberra 
and the Academy of Sport continue to provide financial and 
governance support. I would like to personally thank Jenny 
Priest, Wayne Lacey and Andrew Stainlay, for their support 
in 2017. We are excited partner with our new major sponsor 
Capital Chemist who will be the naming rights sponsor of the 
ACT Junior Championships for at least the next three years. 

Thank you to our local partners, Sempahore Consulting, Hit 
104.7, Hellenic Club in the City, Canterbury and Guzman Y Gomez 
as well as our national sponsors Woolworths and Nissan, your 
loyal and continued support in 2017 was much appreciated. 

It is also important to acknowledge and thank the thousands 

of volunteers that are involved in our clubs and Associations 
who without their dedication and passion we would be unable 
to provide opportunities for the community to participate 
in the sport. I would also like to acknowledge the outgoing 
and current Board Directors for their on-going support and 
commitment to the sport. The organisation is fortunate to have 
committed, highly skilled and knowledgeable people involved 
at this level and they have shown across what has been a 
challenging year the willingness to make tough decisions to 
ensure the organisation remains viable. Finally, thank you also 
to the team at NACT. Your commitment to the sport is highly 
commendable and I look forward to working with you all in 2018.



35,758 
WEB VISITS

43,637  
VIEWS ON 

FACEBOOK VIDEOS

16,000+  
VIEWS
NATIONAL 
NETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
DAILY ATHLETE 

VIDEOS

238 
PEOPLE 

ATTENDED THE 
2017 NETBALL ACT 

PRESENTATION 
NIGHT 
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Corporate Services
Build the capacity of Netball in the ACT through 

strong governance, workforce development, 
administration and commercialisation 

Statement of Success 
Immediate: 

• Set KPI’s and benchmarks to support and 
measure our financial modelling. 

• Increased reach through Social 
Media and mainstream media. 

• Develop and ensure adherence to operations 
manuals for each department. 

• Establish a finance and risk committee 

Longer Term: 

• Consistent net surplus

Comment 
NACT recognises the need to ensure appropriate 
compliance activities are in place to mitigate risk. The 
implementation of Finance and Risk Committee and 
assistance from NNSW to ensure policies and procedures 
are up to date is a priority and will be complete in 2018. 

As it stands, we have made minor inroads into the 
benchmarking and operating models for each unit. The 
first and foremost priority is to ensure we have the 
correct business systems in place to ensure accurate 
date is gathered to make informed decisions. 

The business processes will be continually reviewed 
for improvement moving into 2018 and the Finance 
and Risk Committee will play a pivotal role in this. 

The year commenced with the launch of the new ANL 
team, the Canberra GIANTS. The official launch was held 
in February, which saw a new team, new brand and new 
promotional items rolled out across various platforms. This 
resulted in an increase across our social media platforms. 

The short turnaround between the team name/brand 
confirmation, to launching was very tight, which did have 
an impact on members and the Canberra community.  

Engagement Reach

School Holiday Programs

• Results included April and July at maximum 
capacity with 100 participants in each program.

Canberra GIANTS

• Sell out game at SolarHub ACT Netball 
Centre - 435 people in attendance. 

• Facebook followers reached 750

• 12,000 views across the Facebook videos

• 12 Canberra GIANTS Clinics held throughout 
the year across the Districts 

GIANTS Netball: 

• 200 people attended the Fan Day at the 
SolarHub ACT Netball Centre
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GIANTS NETBALL
SELL OUT 

THE AIS WITH 
3063 PEOPLE 
ATTENDING 

WEEKLY  
MEDIA CALLS 
DURING THE 

SEASON

TWO OUT OF 
THREE HOLIDAY 

PROGRAMS 
SOLD OUT
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• Game attendance: Game One: AIS had 2363 
tickets sold. Game Two: 3063 tickets sold. 

National Netball Championships: 

• 350 tournament passes sold out on the first day 

• Over 16,000 views from the daily athlete videos 

• Over 1000 likes/comments on the 
Player of the Week profiles

• Athlete profile pages on the website had 6438 views

• Diamonds game: 3228 tickets sold

Canterbury State League: 

• Weekly footage and articles on WIN 
TV and the Canberra Times

• Page views on 5544 views on the State League web page

• 708 views on the player profiles.

Presentation Night: 

• 238 people in attendance

• Media coverage on winners through the 
Canberra Times and WIN News
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CANBERRA  
GIANTS FINISHED 
THIRD IN THEIR 

INAUGURAL 
SEASON

THREE 17/U 
ATHLETES 

SELECTED INTO 
THE AUSTRALIAN 
REPRESENTATIVE 

SQUADS

TWO CANBERRA 
GIANTS ATHLETES 
SELECTED IN THE 
AUSTRALIAN 21/U 

TEAM FOR THE 
NETBALL WORLD 

YOUTH CUP 
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 Talent and Performance
Provide a high-performance culture for athletes, 

coaches, umpires and officials in the ACT to 
maximise and develop their full potential

Statement of Success 
Immediate:  

• Canberra GIANTS finishing in the 
top 4 for the 2017 season 

• Expanded competition opportunities for 
ACT athletes, coaches and umpires 

• Engagement with Districts in High 
Performance Planning 

Longer Term: 

• Increasing our leadership role within 
the ANL partnership with NSW

•  Increased athlete representation 
in the Canberra GIANTS 

•  Being in a position to offer enhanced High 
Performance support service, including in 
conjunction with our strategic partners

•  Athlete representation at all high 
performance levels of Netball 

Canberra GIANTS 

2017 saw the inaugural year of Suncorp Super Netball as 
the premier Australian competition, with the restructuring 
of the underpinning Australian National League (ANL) 
Competition. In January 2017 history was made when 
Netball ACT formed a strategic alliance with Netball NSW, 
a partnership that would see the creation of the Canberra 
GIANTS. Canberra GIANTS are the underpinning team to 
GIANTS Netball in the inaugural year for both teams a strong 
link between big GIANTS and little GIANTS was formed. 

The team performed strongly across the competition making 
the finals series in Perth. After an incredible loss in overtime in 
the semi-final match, the Canberra Giant’s went on to win the 
bronze medal in another thrilling overtime win in the playoff 

game. The Canberra Giants program provided athletes both 
within the Team and the Development Squad with valuable 
opportunities to play and train with intensity at a very high level.

Canberra GIANTS athletes selected into the Australian 
21/U team who attended the Netball World Youth Cup 
included Kiera Austin, and Teigan O’Shannassy. 

• Canberra GIANTS Player of the Year: Kiera Austin 

• Canberra GIANTS Coaches Award: Amy Parmenter 

National Netball Championships 

In April 2017 Netball ACT were delighted to host the 
National Netball Championships for the 17/U and 19/U. 
This is where the best netballers from across the country 
come together to represent their state or territory.

The 17s team had an impressive Nationals Campaign. 
They finished their Nationals campaign in 6th place 
after defeating Tasmania 45 to 17 in the semi final but 
unfortunately going down to NSW in the final 39 to 19.

From the National Championships, three Netball ACT athletes 
were named the 17 and Under Australian Representative 
Squads: Eliza Burton, Jasmine Fraser and Hayley Mason. 

The 19s had one of their best seasons, with their Nationals 
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Campaign finishing in 5th place after defeating Tasmania 
in the semi final in double extra time and in the final 
defeating South Australia again, in double extra time 
which had everyone on the edge of their seats. 

• Netball ACT 17 and Under Coaches Award: Hayley Mason 

• Netball ACT 19 and Under Coaches Award: Grace Hill 

Netball ACT Academy Programs 

The Netball ACT Academy program is designed to 
deliver a progressive High-Performance Program that 
provides athletes with the opportunity to develop 
skills both on and off the court to progress through 
to the highest levels of performance possible.

The ACT Academy of Sport (ACTAS) Scholarship Program provides 
athletes considered capable of future representation at the 
higher level of the pathway a daily training environment to 
further develop. The relocation of the ACTAS program to the 
Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) premises bought many 
benefits to the High-Performance environment. This included 
access to world class training and recovery facilities as well as 
opportunities to be included in AIS research projects. Athletes 
and coaches gained valuable information through participation 
in The Stay Healthy Project which provided data for athletes 
in important areas such as physiological, psychological, 
sleep and nutritional health, and Clear Sky Testing which is 
an indoor performance based physiological and movement-
based data collection program. Athletes were supported off 
court by the staff providing several educational programs 
including social media, hydration, mental imagery, sleep 
habits, sport/study balance and nutrition for performance. 

In 2017 Netball ACT created a fifth tier within the Academy 
structure. The Academy Associate Scholarship provides an 
individual program for athletes considered capable of selection 
in Australian Netball League (ANL), Suncorp Super Netball (SSN) 
and/or National selection in current and/or future performance 
cycles. From the 15 ACTAS/Academy Associate Scholarship group:

• 3 athletes Canberra Giants team

• 6 athletes Canberra Giants Development Squad

• 6 Athletes NSW Premier League (2x 20U, 4x Open)

• 11 athletes ACT 17U/19U team

• 1 athlete ACL rehabilitation 

Monthly Academy Camps provided an opportunity for all 
groups (Develop a Diamond, DTA, ETA, TAP/Associates) to 
train alongside each other at SolarHub the home of NACT. 
Camps included a crossover of activities between groups 
with the TAP athletes putting on their coaching hats on to 
present to DADA athletes. DTA/ETA/TAP also experienced 
some crossover for specialist area coaching sessions.

One highlight was the Birrigai Teamwork and Leadership 
Day (TAP/ETA/DTA), where the athletes were mixed into 
groups and worked through several outdoor challenges. 
The inclusive discussions and integration of NACT values 
to the day’s events really helped embed our HP culture.

NACT Games Weekend was another highlight. It provided a 
valuable competition platform for all our Academy groups to 
participate in. DADA had several competitive matches against 
South West Sydney Academy of Sport. The inclusion of the ACT 15 
years Schoolgirls which featured many of our Academy Athletes 
was also valuable. Extra competition platforms add great value 
to the programs and we hope to grow them in the future.

Coach Development 

Coaching continues to be the cornerstone to building the 
capacity of netball both on and off the court. Providing 
opportunities for coaches to access development, 
education and training is at the forefront of Netball 
ACT. In 2017 we saw growth in the participation numbers 
of coaching courses, with a highlight being seven 
participants in the Advanced Coaching Course.  

2017 Coach Accreditation Numbers
Intermediate 7

Advanced 0

Elite 1

High Performance 0

Tara Steel achieved the Elite Coaching Accreditation, joining 
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a prestigious group of coaches from the ACT who have 
achieved their Elite and High Performance Accreditation (six 
coaches).  Netball ACT is blessed to have such a group of 
coaches working within the Districts and pathway athletes 
who are dedicated to gaining further knowledge and 
experiences which often require travel outside of Canberra. 

In addition to the National Coach Accreditation Scheme Netball 
ACT hosted and provided a number of coach development 
opportunities to coaches with the pathway. Coaches of 
the Netball ACT State Team Programs were engaged in a 
series of professional development workshops with Athlete 
Assessments focusing on developing an understanding of 
their coaching profile and strategies to further engage with 
athletes. At the Australia Diamonds match versus South Africa 
a game analysis workshop was hosted by Jill McIntosh with 11 
coaches. At the inaugural Netball Australia Indigenous High 
Performance Camp 3 Netball ACT Staff members and 5 District 
coaches gained exposure to National coaches and athletes. 

Sharyn Hill, Lyndsey Simcoe and Adele-Marie Bullock 
were nominated and subsequently selected to be a 
part of Netball Australia’s Targeted Coach Program. 
Attending the 17 and Under Australian Camp providing 
exposure to National level coaches and players.  

Umpire Development 

Netball ACT remains committed to providing all umpires with 
the opportunity to continue development along the umpire 
pathway. Netball ACT is excited to see the growth of umpire 
development and engagement in the State League Tier 1 and 
Tier 2 competitions. Introducing umpire coaches to all divisions 
of State League in 2017, each week seeing umpires provided 
with the opportunity to reflect on their performances. The 
introduction of the umpire coaches had a positive contribution 
on the number of National B badges awarded in 2017 – 6 in total. 

Congratulations to the following umpires who 
received their National B Badges: 

•  Margaret Ryland 

•  Katherine Pajuczok

•  Caitlin Gare 

•  Cara Gare 

•  Laura Sibley 

•  Amy Nolan 

2017 Umpire Accreditation Numbers
Rules of Netball Theory Exam 178 participants

Foundation Umpire Course 44 participants

C Badge 37 umpires

B Badge 6 umpires

A Badge 0 umpires

AA Badge 0 umpires

Three Umpires were selected to represent the ACT at the 2017 
National Netball Championships – Sarah Slattery, Jeremy 
Spindler and Danielle Trowell. Gaining selection for the 
National Netball Championships is a significant achievement 
for an umpire, and an opportunity to progress further on 
the national umpire development pathway. Sarah Slattery 
had a remarkable Nationals campaign being appointed to 
the 19 and Under competition Grand Final match between 

At Australia Netball League Level Sarah Slattery and 
Danielle Trowell officiated and were a part of the 2017 
Netball Australia Emerging Umpire Program. 

In the inaugural year of the Suncorp Super 
Netball Rachael Ayre was named in the pool of 
11 umpires to officiate the competition. 

High Performance Plan 

With a very busy year of events, the Canberra GIANTS inaugural 
season and hosting the National Netball Championship, the 
High Performance Plan remains in draft form. The updated 
timeline for District input to the plan is May/June 2018. 
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Competitions and Events
Strengthen and deliver quality experiences for 

participants and fans through competitions events

Statement of Success 
Immediate:

• Deliver commercially successful events 
around the GIANTS games

• Effective promotion that ensures a sell-out crowd 
to the two Suncorp Super Netball Games

• Positive feedback from participants 
(athletes, coaches, managers and spectators) 
at the National Championships 

• Renewed interest (increased attendees, 
sponsorship and District involvement) in a re-
invigorated Netball ACT Presentation Night

• Introduce a 10 Team 8-week Summer 
Fast5 Competition in all five Districts

Longer Term: 

• Informed by the High-Performance Plan and 
previous Review, implement a re-vamped State 
League that expands competition and generates 
media and commercial opportunities 

• Align the competition calendar to ensure it creates a 
clear pathway from District to National competition

Comment 

Canberra GIANTS and GIANTS Netball 

The Canberra GIANTS held athlete appearances, clinics and 
fan days throughout the year. Media releases and media 
calls were held every week in Canberra, giving the team, 
athletes and the sport exposure every week during season. 

NACT worked closely with GIANTS Netball providing 
marketing support for their two home games at the AIS 
Arena. The first Canberra game in Round 5 had a total 

attendance of 2363, and the second game in Round 
12 had a sell-out crowd of 3063 in attendance. 

National Netball Championships

NACT hosted the NCC the 17/U and 19/U age groups, 
April 18th – 24th at the SolarHub ACT Netball Centre. 

Over the six days, 72 games were run by NACT 
staff and volunteers, resulting in over 1400 hours 
across the week including event management, 
logistics, match reports and bench officials. 

Day one saw 350 week-long tournament passes sold, 
filling the centre with athletes, supporters, volunteers, 
coaches, officials and coaches from across the country. 

The finals saw one of the highest crowd attendances 
at the SolarHub ACT Netball centre, which required the 
NACT team to source additional seating and catering for 
approximately 550 people on show court for the final day. 

Presentation Night 

On the 20th of October NACT hosted the 
Presentation Night, which was a revamped event, 
celebrating netball across Canberra. 
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ACT JUNIOR 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

499 PARTICIPANTS

SOCIAL 
COMPETITION
14% INCREASE

4574 REGISTERED 

CANTERBURY 
STATE LEAGUE 
GRAND FINAL

HIGHEST CROWD 
ATTENDANCE
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Held at the Hellenic Club in Woden, 238 people 
attended including NACT Board members, Minister for 
Sport Yvette Berry, VIPs, all District Presidents, NACT 
representative teams, Netball ACT Umpires ACT Men’s 
League, ATSI, Umpires and School Sport ACT.

The night commenced with highlights and special 
recognition from across the year. Awards on the night 
included Coaches Award for 17/U and 19/U ACT State 
Teams, the Canberra GIANTS Coaches Award and the 
inaugural Canberra GIANT of the Year Award.

Concluding the night, a special presentation was made to all 
Canberra Darters players and coaches. Over the nine years the 
Canberra Darters had 67 athletes, two Head Coaches, three 
Assistant Coaches and four Team Managers. Special medallions 
were designed especially for athletes that put on a Canberra 
Darters dress, to acknowledge the team as part of NACT history. 
All medallions displayed their individual playing number. 

ACT Junior Championships

A successful ACT Junior Championships was held across 
two weekends in August, with all five ACT Districts 
being represented across every age group.  

The 2017 Championships had 499 participants 
across all age groups from Under 11’s through to 
U15’s with two divisions in each age group. 

Canterbury State League 

NACT held the 2017 Canterbury State League 
Grand Finals for Division 1 through to 6.

Tuggeranong created history in Division 1, by becoming the 
first team to win three championships in a row. In Division 2, 
South Canberra Caused an upset, denying Canberra a third 
straight Championship. Arawang continued their dominance in 
Division 3, winning their sixth Grand Final in as many years. 

Evening Competitions 

This year saw Evening Competition registrations increase by 
14%, with a total of 4574 registered for the 2016/17 Summer 

season. Approximately 30 ladies registered for Morning 
Ladies Competition as individuals, and we thank over 50 
umpires who umpired all of the Social Competition games. 

Lyneham Tuggeranong

Monday 48 Teams -

Tuesday 52 Teams 23 Teams

Wednesday 49 teams -

Thursday 51 teams 10 teams 

Total 200 teams 33 teams 

Winter Season Numbers

Lyneham Tuggeranong

Monday 54 Teams -

Tuesday 49 Teams 26 Teams 

Wednesday 48 teams -

Thursday 51 teams 10 teams 

Total 202 teams 36 teams 

Morning Ladies Competition – Lyneham 

Monday individuals 

Wednesday 6 teams

2017 Junior Competition – Lyneham - Term 4

Years 7/8 4 Teams 

Years 3/4  7 Teams 

Years 5/6 7 Teams

Total 18 Teams
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STATE TEAM  
CLINIC

48
ATHLETES

ABORIGINAL  
ATHLETE  

EDUCATION  
MORNING

30 
ATHLETES

CANTERBURY 
STATE LEAGUE 
GRAND FINAL

HIGHEST CROWD 
ATTENDANCE
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Community Netball 
Grow the sport of netball in the ACT and surrounding 
region by engaging with the local community and key 
stakeholders to provide enhanced access to our sport 

through schools, clubs and affiliated Districts

Statement of Success 
Immediate: 

• Meeting all Netball Australia Participation 
Funding Agreement KPI’s

• Establish working groups/MOU with 
Indigenous and Men’s netball

Longer Term: 

• Informed decisions are being made 
based on research and data

• Provide a measure for transition 
from product to membership

• Increase participation in netball 
through the provision of competitions 
in new and emerging markets

Comment 
This year NACT had 21 schools register as official NetSetGO 
Centres. The Teacher Ambassador Program was also relaunched, 

including an updated resources kit and to provide free access 
for teachers to the Foundation Coaching and Umpiring courses. 

Overall, there were 2270 participants in school 
programs throughout the year. This exceeded 
the KPI set by Netball Australia (1800). 

Suncorp NetSetGO

2017 saw the relaunch of the national entry-level program 
undergo a makeover, transforming to the new title of Suncorp 
NetSetGO. A new sponsor meant new Suncorp branded 
merchandise for each registered NetSetGO participant, 
with each individual receiving a Suncorp NetSetGO 
T-Shirt and Netball as part of their registration fees. 

The Net and Set tiers of NetSetGO were implemented 
across the five Districts in 2017. In total five Net Centres 
and 32 Set Centres ran programs and participated 
throughout Winter and Summer competitions. 

All Districts were required to set up their NetSetGO 
registration forms on the MyNetball platform, with all 
participants encouraged to self-register themselves 
into the program, aligning with NA’s encouragement 

NetSetGO 2016 2017 %

Participants Net Tier (5 - 7 years) Full Program 291 278 -4.5%

Set Tier (8 - 10 years) Full Program 1339 1028 -30.3%

Clinics 940 380 -147.4%

Inclusion Come and Try 230 105 

Programs Net Tier (5 - 7 years) 8 8 0%

Set Tier (8 - 10y ears) 36 32 -13.8%
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to move away from manual enrolments. The majority 
of participants were self-registered in 2017.

Diamonds Match Activation

Two lucky Canberra NetSetGO Centres were chosen to 
participate in a half time activation at the Diamonds v South 
African at the AIS on 30 August. Arawang Primary School 
and St Bede’s Primary School were the two lucky winners, 
providing 12 participants each to perform a choreographed 
dance featuring their best NetSetGO skills in front of a 
full stadium. This was a great promotional opportunity for 
our NetSetGO programs, as well as being a great reward 
for these centres and their coordinators for a consistently 
fun and inclusive environment for their participants.

School Holiday Programs 

NACT hosted School Holiday Programs throughout 
each holiday period, excluding the Summer break. The 
programs were attended by boys and girls aged between 
five and 15 years. There was a total of 280 places filled 
throughout the program, with both the Autumn and 
Winter Holiday Programs reaching full capacity.

Membership/Participation 2016 2017 %

Senior 1261 1306 3.4%

Junior 3146 3221 2.3%

Competition (Social) 3934 4574 14%

Sporting Schools participants 1742 2270 23.3%

Sporting Schools programs 14 14 0%

Fast 5 N/A N/A

Community Programs 
and Events

State Team Clinic: 

The State Team Clinic sold out with 70 children 
aged between 10 and 17 years olds learning from 
some of the best netballers in Canberra.

Development Day

Development Day provides an opportunity for athletes 
aged in the U11 and U12 age group to spend a day 
training and competing against one another. 

48 athletes across the Districts attended the Development 
Day. In addition, Development Day provided an opportunity for 
Junior Umpires to be mentored by Senior Umpire Carly Brown. 

ONE Netball Reconciliation Initiatives

Khaamburra Netball Tournament was once again supported 
by NACT and Tuggeranong Netball Association, with an 
official MOU being signed in 2017 to formalise the working 
relationship between the three organisations. The tournament 
continued to grow in popularity, with 34 teams attending to 
participate in four divisions – U12s, U15s, women’s and mixed. 

Aboriginal Athlete Education Morning

The education morning was attended by 30 athletes. Supported 
by ACT Representative Coaches – Sharyn Hill, Kim Symons, Jo 
Pivac and Alex Kellar. ONE Netball Ambassador Sepi Hawke led 
goal-setting workshop. Netball Australia RAP Working Group 
Member, Melina Saunders, discussed her pathway through the 
high-performance pathway as an Aboriginal woman providing 
advice and answering questions from the participants. 

Other events and initiatives held throughout the year 
include Canberra GIANTS competitions, State League 
Grand Final competition, Indigenous High Performance 
Camp, Clinton Prior’s Walk for Justice, State League 
Reconciliation Round, Canberra Home and Leisure Expo, 
HerCanberra Active Week, School Sport ACT MOU.



SUNCORP 
NETSETGO 

PARTICIPANTS
278 NET 

1028 SET

SPORTING 
SCHOOLS

14 SCHOOLS

2270 
PARTICIPANTS 
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Competition results 

ACT Junior Championships

U11s Div 2
TNA 16 defeated CNA 11

U11s Div 1
BNA 29 defeated TNA 28

U12s Div 2
CNA 17 defeated TNA 13

U12s Div 1
CNA 23 defeated TNA 20

U13s Div 2
CNA 39 defeated TNA 17

U13s Div 1
TNA 30 defeated CNA 25

U14s Div 2
CNA 22 defeated SCNA 21

U14s DIv 1
SCNA 37 defeated TNA 22

U15s Div 2
ANA 40 defeated BNA 26

U15s Div 1
SCNA 33 defeated TNA 32
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Division 1
TNA 58 defeated CNA 56
MVP: Lara Bowyer (QNA)

Division 2
SCNA 67 defeated CNA 36
MVP: Georgia Bartholomew from CNA

Division 3
ANA 53 defeated TNA 34
MVP: Jaimie Horrobin, from SCNA

Division 4
ANA 36 defeated SCNA 29 
MVP Eliza Rixon from BNA

Division 5 
SCNA 26 defeated CNA 25
MVP: Silpha Ayamiseba from CNA

Division 6
TNA 30 Defeated SCNA 29
MVP: Chloe McGovern from CNA

Canterbury State League 



34 | N E T B A L L  A C T

11

Representative and 
Academy Teams

Canberra GIANTS 

Ashleigh Fong

Georgia Clayden

Kara Styles

Leigh Kalsbeek

Madeline Woods

Melissa Tallent

Natalie Eldridge

Sarah Tatam

Shannon O’Connor

Amy Parmenter*Co-Captain

Kiera Austin*

Maddie Hay* Co-Captain

Teigan O’Shannassy*

Co-Head Coach: Sharyn Hill

Co-Head Coach: Maria Lynch

Manager: Nicole Bowles

Physiotherapist: Gemma Vale

Performance Analyst: Krystle Tate

*GIANTS Netball Training Partner

Canberra GIANTS Development Squad 

Millie Boehm 

Hayley Mason 

Annabelle Marshall 

Grace Hill 

Jacoba Clough 

Molly McPhee 

Assistant Coach: Tara Steel 

Netball ACT 19 and 
Under State Team 

Millie Boehm

Annabelle Marshall – Co-Captain 
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Molly McPhee

Kiah Yealland

Alex Sengelman

Grace Hill – Co-Captain 

Jacoba Clough – Vice Captain 

Eliza Burton

Rachel Gubler

Olivia Roundtree

Nalanie Makunde

Leavana Wayne-Boyle 

Head Coach: Adele-Marie Bullock 

Assistant Coach: Jessica Bristol 

Apprentice Coach: Jo Pivac 

Manager: Daniela Gray 

Physiotherapist: Ben Curtis and Cameron McInnes 

Performance Analyst: Krystle Tate and Lachie O’Sullivan 

Netball ACT 17 and 
Under State Team

Emma Stanton

Amber Brophy – Vice Captain

Caitlin Hanna

Jordyn Kearney

Hayley Mason – Captain 

Jasmine Fraser

Holly Hancox

Eloise Millington

Layla Bahgat

Caitlin Brady

Emily Brady

Samantha McPhee 

Training Partners 

Ellie Haseler

Ashley Scensor

Head Coach: Kim Symons 

Assistant Coach: Nicola Worsley 

Apprentice Coach: Lyndsey Simcoe 

Manager: Rebecca Morrison 

Physiotherapist: Samantha Coates

Performance Analyst: Krystle Tate and Lachie O’Sullivan

Netball ACT Academy Programs 

ACTAS/NACT Talented Athlete Program 

Millie Boehm

Jasmine Fraser

Annabelle Marshall

Amber Brophy

Zoe Haseler

Hayley Mason

Eliza Burton

Grace Hill

Eloise Millington

Jacoba Clough

Jordyn Kearney

Alexandra Sengelman

Coach: Sharyn Hill

Assistant Coach: Jessica Bristol

NACT Academy Associate Scholarship 

Leigh Kalsbeek

Nalani Makunde

Nagwai Eyles 

Coach: Sharyn Hill
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NACT Emerging Talent Athlete Program 

Layla Baghat

Holly Hancox

Emma Stanton

Caitlin Brady

Malia Harrison

Lauren Thomas

Rachel Gubler

Samantha McPhee

Coach: Tara Steel

Assistant Coach: Lyndsey Simcoe

NACT Developing Talented Athlete Program 

Jessica Berry

Caitlin Hanna

Alyssa McInerny

Emily Brady

Ellie Haseler

Gabrielle Peterson

Olivia Clark

Sophie Jensen

Ashley Scensor

Reeghan De Bono

Tarneka Malone

Coach: Kim Symons

NACT Develop a 
Diamond Program

Yellow Squad 

Alyssa Seden

Annick Theron

Ayva-Lilli Craig

Brooklyn Curran

Caitlin Keen

Charlotte Hill

Chelsea Atherton

Chloe McGovern

Eliza Rixon

Erin Mayfield

Isabella Bryant

Marisca Coetzee

Poppy Hancox

DADA Coach – Yellow: Tiahna Junakovic

DADA Assistant Coach – Yellow: Alex Kellar

Blue Squad

Emma Thomson

Harriet Sharp

Jenna Oerder

Lily O’Brien

Stella Morton

Madeline McGinness

Abby McBrien

Layla Lange

Laura Kearney

Caitlin Fleck

Taylah Chancellor

Katrina Button

Caitlin Bull

Leah Brown

Ellie Bishop

DADA Coach – Blue: Jo Pivac
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Financial Statements
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2017 Partners
Principal Sponsors

Major Sponsors

Community Sponsors

Official Charity Partner

Official Car Supplier
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/ConfidentGirlsFoundation @ConfidentGirls @Confidentgirlsfoundation

THE CONFIDENT 
GIRLS FOUNDATION.  
USING THE POWER OF NETBALL, 
WE GIVE VULNERABLE GIRLS THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE THEIR 
DREAMS AND ASPIRATIONS.

DONATE TODAY, CONFIDENTGIRLS.COM.AU
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